
What is a micro energy
service company (MESCO)?

What is forest biomass?

Aims of
the programme

Management with a MESCO

A micro energy service company (MESCO) is a small or 
medium-sized company (SME) or a temporary joint 
venture (“UTE”) specialised in maintaining public and 
municipal buildings’ lighting and in supplying renewa-
ble energy, fitters, engineers, etc., that offers all the 
services required to implement a comprehensive 
energy efficiency project in municipal facilities, from the 
planning phase through to the measurement and 
verification of savings stage of the project.

Forest biomass is a readily available resour-
ce in our region with great management 
potential. Girona is a heavily wooded provin-
ce; more than half of its surface area is cove-
red by dense forest (approximately 317,771 
hectares) which provide an annual growth of 
around 850,000 m3 of biomass. Today, 
forestry activity is carried out in just 20% of 
the province’s wooded area, which involves a 
rapid abandonment of forest management 
and an important increase in the risk of 
forest fires.

From the Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP) to action
Identify the specific actions to improve energy efficiency in 

public lighting and public buildings in the Sustainable 
Energy Action Plan (SEAP).

Promote investment in energy efficiency in public lighting in 
65 municipalities, with an associated investment of €6.48 
million, and investment in energy efficiency in 85 municipal 
buildings in 50 municipalities (includes replacing diesel/LPG 
boilers with biomass boilers), with an associated investment 
of €9.40 million, as well as other smaller investments in 
energy efficiency.

Promote investment in sustainable energy

Pool investment in sustainable energy into packs that can be 
financed more easily and to simplify the legal and technical 
aspects of administrative procedures.

Strengthen innovative organisational models

Promote new financing systems through contracts with 
energy service companies (ESCO) and micro, small and 
medium energy service companies (SME-MESCO), pooling 
small and medium investments in different municipalities 
in the Girona region.

Establish and
promote a new financing system

Train all the key stakeholders (SME, public administration 
staff, financial entities) and the ultimate beneficiaries (the 
municipalities). The programme includes a specific training 
plan for local small and medium-sized companies (SME) in 
the energy sector (local maintenance firms, local energy 
suppliers, etc.) to turn them into micro energy service 
companies (MESCO).

Provide training and
promote the creation of SME-MESCO

Publish data on energy consumption in 85 municipal 
buildings and electricity used by public lighting in more 
than 65 municipalities, making it available to all interested 
parties.

Provide access to data
on energy consumption (open data)

Extend the Beenergi programme’s innovative organisational 
models and new financing systems to other European 
territories through specific support activities carried out 
with other local bodies.

Communicate and disseminate
the results throughout Europe

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
in sustainable energy

9 KEY STAGES
When making investments in sustainable energy:
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Commitment
Obtain political commitment to investing in 
improving sustainable energy in the 
municipality.

Services Plan application 
Provide free technical assistance 
for municipalities through Girona 
Provincial Council’s Services Plan.

Implementation
Execute the contract with operational 

guarantees (measurement and verification).

Awarding
The contracting body awards the 

contract to an ESCO or MESCO 
and signs the contract.

Preliminary studies
Draft the documents necessary for the tendering process (draft projects, final 
projects, inventories of lighting points, lighting level maps, etc.).

Viability
Conduct a feasibility study of the 
investment and the innovative financing 
options.

Public lighting

Technical assistance needed to 
improve energy efficiency in 
public exterior lighting, by 

signing contracts with energy 
service companies (ESCO), or 

through other financing 
schemes.

Public buildings

Technical assistance needed to 
improve energy efficiency in 
public buildings, by signing 

contracts with ESCOs or 
through other financing 

schemes.

Heating networks using 
sustainable forest 

biomass
Technical assistance needed to 
install forest biomass boilers or 
heating networks or boilers that 
combine the use of other sources 

of renewable energy, and to 
carry out other installations to 
obtain greater energy efficiency 

in buildings, by signing contracts 
with ESCOs or through other 

financing schemes.

Legal and
technical advice

Technical assistance needed in 
the process of improving 
energy efficiency in public 

lighting and public buildings by 
signing contracts with ESCOs or 

through other financing 
schemes.

Forest biomass

Technical assistance for 
creating planning instruments 
for producing and distributing 

forest biomass.

Contract awarding committee
Participate in the municipal or 

intermunicipal contract awarding 
committee in the case of tenders 

offered by Girona Provincial Council.

Tendering
Advise municipalities on drafting the technical specifications 

(“PPT”) and the particular administrative clauses (“PCAP”).
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We fulfil the commitment of the more than 200 municipalities 
in Girona that have signed the Covenant of Mayors to reduce

emissions by more than 20 % before the year 2020
(Europa 2020 strategy).

We improve local councils’ finances by reducing energy
consumption in public lighting and municipal buildings.

We pool investments from different municipalities to optimise
the procurement process in sustainable energy investments.

We promote the creation of new green jobs through the
specialisation of small and medium-sized companies

(SME) and local fitters.

We reduce the risk of forest fires in the Girona counties by
promoting the use of local and sustainable forest biomass.
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